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The usage of the conjunctive particle “monono”

— through the analysis of public comment —

Abstruct

The purpose of this study is to analyze the actual usage of the conjunctive
particle “monono” that native speakers of Japanese today use. The 263 complex
sentences that contain conjunctive particle “monono,” were extracted from 88,000
general public comments sent in 2012 regarding the “post-Fukushima energy and
environment policy of the Japanese government.” They were then analyzed and
studied based on the classification frame of the previous studies on the usage of
meaning.

As a result, 1) about 86% (226 cases) accounted for the usage that is different
from the “typical reverse connection” and 2) among them, the most frequent was
“the antecedent A becomes the supplement of the consequent B” which was found
in the 146 cases (about 64%).

In addition, as the usage that deviates from the standard usage was also found in
eight cases, it can be said that there exists a possibility of a different usage from

the conventional usage of “monono.”

Keywords
public comment, monono, conjunctive particle,

complex sentences, reverse connection
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